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[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Wallimann Druck & Verlag Invests in High-End Sheetfed Offset from Koenig & Bauer
Rapida 76 to become the new print centre flagship

Höri, 06.07.2023
Swiss commercial printing company Wallimann Druck & Verlag is investing in its future, and has purchased a high-end sheetfed offset press from Koenig & Bauer for its production facility in Beromünster. The five-colour Rapida 76 with inline coater and extended delivery in Koenig & Bauer’s award-winning design will lend a significant boost to production efficiency by allowing faster makeready and higher printing speeds – in combination with top print quality.
As a long-established printing and publishing house, Wallimann has gathered extensive experience in the commercial sector and offers a broad portfolio of print services. In addition, it publishes the Anzeiger Michelsamt, a weekly regional newspaper that is produced entirely in Beromünster. Long before the founding of Wallimann Druck & Verlag in 1908, it was here that clergy member Helias Helye printed the first dated book in what was Switzerland in 1470, defining the town as one of the most important cradles of the Swiss printing industry. In recent years, Wallimann has evolved into a leading regional print company and enjoys an excellent reputation for quality and reliability. True to its motto: ‘Printed in the region – with passion, for maximum emotion!’
The latest investment decision was taken after a comprehensive and detailed evaluation process and intensive negotiations with Koenig & Bauer. Competent advice and successful print tests persuaded both the company management and the production team to award their order for a new half-format press to Koenig & Bauer. 
The highly automated Rapida 76 prints substrates in thicknesses from 0.04 to 0.8 mm across a format range from a maximum of 530 × 750 mm down to A4. Its feature highlights include the DriveTronic feeder and the sidelay-free infeed DriveTronic SIS. The fully automatic plate changing system featured by the Rapida 76 is designed to handle unbent plates, and individual inking units can be disengaged from the control console. The Rapida 76 also boasts the extremely fast and precise inline measuring and control system QualiTronic ColorControl, automatic register capabilities and simultaneous washing systems that operate parallel to other makeready processes. Furthermore, the cutting-edge TouchTronic operating and console concept incorporates an ‘AutoRun’ functionality to enable the fully automatic printing of a whole sequence of print jobs without interruption. 


The modern coater with automated coating forme changer (SAFC) and a fully automatic coating supply and cleaning system is combined with energy-efficient VariDryBlue dryers in the extended delivery to create the ideal prerequisites for high-quality finishing at high production speeds and with ultra-fast makeready. The VariDryBlue system achieves enormous savings in terms of the energy input for drying.
The new flagship integrates seamlessly into the print company workflow via the production management system LogoTronic. The LogoTronic Cockpit shows the staff at Wallimann Druck & Verlag all important performance indicators for real-time analyses or KPI benchmarking. The Rapida LiveApp (ErgoTronicApp) even allows the press to be monitored and controlled using mobile devices.
The innovative technology, exceptional performance capabilities, high print quality and fast makeready of the Rapida 76 convinced the decision-makers at Wallimann that this was the right choice of press. They were equally impressed by the service concept at Koenig & Bauer with its 24/7 remote maintenance function and a comprehensive package of services provided by a local team of Swiss technicians and project engineers.
Wallimann Druck & Verlag’s managing director Patrick Wicki and production director Andreas Rütti are delighted with their investment: “The purchase of the Rapida 76 lays an important foundation for the future of our company. The new press will enable us to slash makeready times and expand our production capacities, and ensures that we can continue to wow customers with our high-quality print products in the future. This step is a clear commitment to our goal of always offering customers an ideal solution and the best possible results.”
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Photo 1:
Looking forward to the new flagship after signing the contracts (left to right): Managing director Patrick Wicki and production director Andreas Rütti from Wallimann Druck & Verlag, with Peter J. Rickenmann, CEO of Koenig & Bauer (CH)
Photo 2:
A high-end Rapida 76 with five printing units and an additional coater will be installed at Wallimann Druck & Verlag in late autumn
Photo 3:
The QualiTronic ColorControl camera measures each sheet without exception and then issues control commands after every ten sheets 
Photo 4:
The highly precise sidelay-free infeed DriveTronic SIS is one of the unique features of the Rapida 76
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Koenig & Bauer is a globally active printing press manufacturer with headquarters in Würzburg (Germany). It supplies machines and software solutions covering the entire printing, finishing and conversion process, with a particular focus on packaging. Machines from Koenig & Bauer are capable of printing on practically all substrates – the portfolio ranges from banknotes to board, corrugated, film, metal and glass packaging, and includes book, display, coding, decor, magazine, advertising and newspaper printing. With a history extending back more than 200 years, Koenig & Bauer is the oldest printing press manufacturer in the world and is today at home in virtually all printing processes. Together, the group companies count a total of around 5,500 employees. Koenig & Bauer operates manufacturing plants at eleven locations in Europe, alongside a global sales and service network. In the financial year 2022, annual sales amounted to around €1.2 billion.
About Koenig & Bauer (CH)
Koenig & Bauer (CH) AG is a subsidiary of the Koenig & Bauer Group and has been a partner to Swiss print and media houses by supplying sheetfed and webfed printing presses, as well as the associated high-performance peripheral systems, for more than 30 years. Its local sales and service team supports customers in all areas of the printing industry with the company’s smart and individually tailored technical solutions and services.
Further information can be found at www.koenig-bauer.com 
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